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Timothy Rub Appointed as New Director and 
Chief Executive Officer of The Cleveland Museum of Art 


CLEVELAND (January 6, 2006) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA), home of one of the world’s 
most important encyclopedic art collections, today announced that the Board of Trustees has unanimously and 
enthusiastically appointed Timothy Rub as the Director and Chief Executive Officer of the Museum. Rub 
will begin immediately to work with the CMA Trustees and staff on a transition plan and expects to be on the 
job full-time by mid-April. Rub succeeds Director Katherine Lee Reid, who retired this past summer. 

“We are excited that Timothy will bring his commitment to connoisseurship, scholarship and community 
access to The Cleveland Museum of Art,” stated James T. Bartlett, President of the Museum’s Board of 
Trustees. 

Added Board Chairman Michael J. Horvitz, “We are confident that given his proven fundraising and 
management capabilities and architectural expertise, Timothy will successfully guide our building project to 
completion. He believes, as we do, that it will transform this institution and enable CMA to serve the 
community more effectively and maintain its standing as one of the finest art museums in this country.” 

“Tt is a great honor to have been selected as the next Director of The Cleveland Museum of Art,” said 
Rub. “I have long admired its extraordinary collection and the innovative educational programming and 
strong tradition of scholarship that have distinguished the work of this institution. And I am honored to 
follow in the footsteps of such renowned directors as Sherman Lee, Evan Turner, Robert Bergman, and 
Katharine Lee Reid.” 

Rub takes the helm at an important moment as CMA undergoes the largest expansion and renovation in 
its history. Designed by acclaimed architect Rafael Vifioly, this $258 million project will increase the 
Museum’s size by nearly 200,000 square feet. Vifioly’s plan calls for the renovation of the Museum’s 
landmark 1916 Beaux Arts Building and the architecturally distinguished addition on the north designed by 
Marcel Breuer in 1971as well as the construction of a new East Wing— all slated for completion by 2008. A 


second phase, which includes the creation of a central piazza and new West Wing, is scheduled for 


(more) 
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completion in 2011. To date the Museum has raised $127.5 million in support of this project and is the only 
art museum in this country to receive a “AAA” bond rating from Standard and Poor’s. 

As Director and Chief Executive Officer, Rub will also oversee the day-to-day operations of CMA, 
including the management of a staff of 337 and the administration of an endowment, which at $708.2 million 
is one of the largest of any art museum in the country. “The stewardship of the Museum’s endowment is one 
of our greatest responsibilities,” he noted, “for it will enable us to continue to develop the collection and to 
offer a broad range of exhibitions and programs, thus ensuring that CMA will remain an unparalleled resource 
for the study and enjoyment of the visual arts.” 

Rub brings more than 20 years of museum experience to CMA. For the past six years, he has served as of 
the Director of the Cincinnati Art Museum, where he expanded the Museum’s exhibitions and programs, 
made major building improvements, spearheaded a facilities master plan, and oversaw the reinstallation of a 
significant portion of the collection. He also enhanced access by eliminating the Museum’s general 
admission charge and developing a new community engagement initiative, and strengthened the collection by 
acquiring important works by Phillippe de Champaigne, Pierre-Auguste Renoir, André Derain, Frederick 
Bierstadt, and Arthur Dove. Prior to going to the Cincinnati Art Museum, Rub served as Director of the Hood 
Museum of Art at Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire, from 1991 to 1999, and served as a 
curator at the Cooper Hewitt Museum, in New York City from 1983 to 1987. 

Rub, whose field of research is architecture and modern and contemporary art, received a bachelor’s 
degree in Art History, with honors, from Middlebury College in Middlebury, Vermont; a master’s degree in 
Art History from the Institute of Fine Arts at New York University in New York City; and a master’s degree 
in Public and Private Management from Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut. He is married to artist 
and graphic designer Sally Rub and has two children. 

Cleveland Museum of Art Managing Deputy Directors Charles Venable, Susan Jaros and Janet Ashe will 


continue to manage the operations of the museum as a team until Rub’s start date. 


About The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and scope, spanning 6,000 years of human achievement in the 
arts. The Museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art education. For more 


information on the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, please call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 


www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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